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H EF Cor poration of J. eicefier 
having been groily abuſed 
in ſeveral News-Papers, of 
late, and Matters of Fact moſt 
ſhame! ully and malicicuſly miſrc- 
preſented, in Relation to the treaſo- 
nabic Papers which Were there poſt- 
cd up; the Members of that Corpora- 
lion cannot but think it proper to lay 
before the Publick, in one View, 
the Accounts their Eucmies have 
wen of them, as well as what has 
been publiſhed by themſelves, toge- 
ther with ſome Kean upon the 
Whole, whereby the canaid and 
ingenuous READER will be better 
able to judge whether they deſerve 
thoſe Alper/ ions, which a Sett of 
Men, . (whom they think they have 
Reaſon to ſtile a Faction, and who 
they doubt not, from the following 
Obſervations will appear to be ſuch) 
have endeavour d to throw upon 


them. 
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St James's Evening Por, Feb. 11. 1737-8: 


Licks rEnk, Feb. 11. 
7 HERE As it is repreſented in the 
V London Evening g-Poſt, of the 7th 
Inſtant, that a Pen cu ; b, t: { ſome of the trea- 
fenab/e Pap: , which were publiſh' 4 lately in 
this Town, being carried before toe Mayor, on 
cloje Exgmination was ſo. greatly terrified that be 
dropy'd down dead; inſinuating hereby that this 
Perſon was the Publiſher of thoſe treaſonable 
Papers. - This Repreſentation is utterly falle, 
and we are aſſured on the contrary, that the 
Perſon mentioned to be dead was well affected 
to the preſent Government, and having ſome 
of the treaſonable Papers brought to him, by 
thoſe who found them poſted and diſperſed in 
ſeveral Parts of the Town, immediately deli- 
vered them to ſome Fr ends of theGovernment, 
who ſcnt them by a Meſſenger to be la'd be- 
fore the Secretaries of State. The Magiſtrates 
hearing ofzekes, were uneaſy, and thought it 
prudent tor ye liaſelves to fend another Meſſen- 
get with ſomes alle Papers, which came to 
eir Hands; Bat . was not done till many 
To atter the Fapers were known to have 
beea publith'd, and a great Noiſe made in the 
Town about them; ſo that their Meſſenger 
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came ſever] Hours after the other, who was 
ſent by the Friends of the Government, The 
Perſon who dropped down dead, having been 
ſome time ill before, died of an Apoplectick 
Fit, as was ſuppoſed, waillt he was talking 


with the Magiſtrates, who defiredhim to tell 


them what he knew about the ſaid Papers, 
and was going to fit down with them when he 
died. His Innocency has been cleared by ſe- 
veral Affi davits; and the Perſon who accuſed 
him after his death, appears by Affidavit to 
have charged him faſly. It is therefcge great- 
ly hoped that the Authors and Publifers of 
thoſe treaſonable Papers will be found out, if 
his Majeſiy's Juſtices of the Peace for the 
County of LEe1cesTER be empowered to take 
Examinations in the Borough, whereof feveral 
have been charged by Affidavit, on this Occa- 
ſion, before his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace 
for the County, with drinking the Pretender's 
Health on the 1oth of June, by the Name of 
King JamMEs the III; and there is no doubt 
but the real Authors of the treaſonable Papers, 
will, whenever found out, appcar to be ſuch 
as theſe. But it is a ſure Way never to have the 
Authors of the treaſonable Papen H9iſcovered, 
when none are called to beiin RHined about 
them, but the known frieng :4«ac Government. 


Jo the Author of the #b:teha/t Evening-Poſt, 
Leiceſter, Feb. 15, 1737 

H A T you and the Publick may no lon- 

ger be impoſed upon, by falſe and ſcan- 
dalous 
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SY 


dalous Inſinuations, concerning the Authors 
of the treaſonable Papers lately publiſhed in 
this Borough. I have now to inform you, 
that in purſuance ot the threatning therein 
menti ned, one of the Corporation, who is 
charged by Affidavit before two of his Ma- 
je!ty's Juſtices of the Peace, with having on 
the toth of June drank the Pretender's Health 
upon his Knees, under the Name of King 
James the III. On Thurſday the gth of this 
Inſtant rais'd a great Mob with Sound of 
Trumpet and French Horn, who march'd in 
a riotous Manner all over the Town, and after 
breaking ſeveral Windows and Pails of Houſes, 
they opeuly and ſcandalouſly infulted the 
Friends ot the Government, and in the Evening 
ſacrificed, as the treaſonable Papers ſet forth, 
and burnt in Effigy two Gentlemen of Cha- 
racter and known Affection and Zeal for the 
preſent Government. 

This is a Preliminary to what is threatned 
by the Jacobites to be done on the 1oth of 
June next, and hence it plainly appears from 
what Quarter the treaſonable Papers above- 
mentioned proceed, notwithſtanding which, 
the Jacobites have had the Aſſurance to ſhift it 
oft trom themſelves, and lay them upon the 
Friends of the Government. 


The Magiſtrates Account, as deliver'd to the 
Printer of the London Evening-Poſt. 


A falſe, ſcandalous, and malicious Account of 
the Proceedings of the Magiſtrates of the Bu. 
3 1 rough 
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rough of LxicusTER, in their Enquiry after 
the 2 of ſome tr eaſonb/e Papers lately 
dijpers'd in that 7 own, having been publijh'd 
in ſeceral News-Papers by Fer j1115 of evil De- 
ſign; the Magiſtrates in order la virdicate 
themſelves, and 4 (be © the Publick, bas 
thought proper 10 * an atte/ied Relation of 
the Matter of Luc, as it appeared to them 
from Informations texenupun Oath, ard other 
lufficient Evigerce, as follotos. 
N Wedneſday Morning the firſt of Fe- 
bruary laſt were tound poſted up in git- 
ferent Parts of the Town, ſeveral treaſonable 
and ſeditious Papers, all to the ſame Purport, 
two of which came by Accident, to the. 
Mayor's Hands about ꝙ O'Clock, who imme- 
Giately ſummon'd the other ;uſlices. of the 
Peace for the ſaid Brough, and offer'd a Re- 
ward of tocl. by the Mace-Bearer and com- 
mon Crycr, to any Perſon who ſhall diſcover 
the Author or Putters up of the ſaid Papers. 
The Juttices, then proceeded to make proper 
Enquiries, by ſending for and examining all 
Perlons whom the ey Weie inform'd had Copies 
of the fad Papers, M hich appeared to have been 
handed about from ons to another, by thoſe 
Perſons who would be thought the Friends of 
the Government, Wkh that Diligence and In- 
duitry, that before the Mayor had Notice of 
them, the ſaid Cortes had been dit: ers'd into 
ny pant of the Town, vehich being ſtill traced 
to the Originals from whence they were taken, 
| | 1 
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it appeared upon Examination, that one Grew, 
who was afterwards charged with faying his 
Man had one of them at 10 o'Clock the 
Night before ; and one Gare, who had one 
from Mrs. Jackſon, and another which he ſaid 
was found put into his Window, delivered 
them to Mr. Aorton, and Vir. Norton without 
taking Notice of the Proceedings of the Juſti- 
ces, ſent them away to Loxpox by a ſpecial 
Meſſenger, ſome time after the aforeſaid Re- 
ward was publicity offered; and the ſaid Meſ- 
ſenger being on his Return to LEICESTER ex- 
amin'd upon Oath, declar'd, that he heard the 
Reward of 1col. publithed by Order of the 
Mayor and Juſtices two Hours before he {et 
forwards with two Letters, which were Qirect- 
ed, and he delivered to Mr. Jacłſon, the Maſ- 
ter of V igſtan's Hoſpital, who was then in 
Loxpox; And it further appears, that for 
the greater Expedition of this Meſſenger, the 
Turnpike was fet open, and he was not hin- 

der'd ſo little time as to pay for his Paſſage. 
The Mayor and Juſtices having ſpent ſome 
Hours with the greateſt Application in taking 
Informations, diſpach'd them with an Account 
of what Steps they had taken, and the Pro- 
grefs they had made, to his Mafeſtv's Princi- 
pal Secretary of State. 8 e 
The Juſtices continued their Enquiry, and 
28&ing into Conſideration the uncommon Pio— 
ceeding of Mr. Narten, in the Evening fent tor 
bim, and not ſuſpecti:s him to be cencern'd 
in 
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in putting up the ſaid Papers, who when he 
came before them, was to all appearance in 
perfect Health, but in very great confuſion, 
and being aſk d what he had done with the 
Papcrs which were delivered to him, at firſt 
diſputed the Authority of the Juſtices, and de- 
ny'd his having any of them; but on his ſeeing 
the Affidavit made by Grew, he changed 
Countenance, and then own'd he had that Pa- 
per, and ſaid that He and Garle had fent three 
of them to the Secretary of State; but beforc 
his Examination was finiſh'd he dropp'd down, 
and expir'd immediately. The next Day it 
appear d, the ſaid Mr. Norton was ſeen in the 
Market-Place with a Candle and dark Lan- 
thorn, and ſome Papers in his Hands, about 
Twelve or One o'Clock the very Night the 
treaſonable Papers were ſtuck up, with other 
ſuſpicious Circumſtances of Guilt. 

WILLIAM LEE, Mayor; 

RICHARD GooDALL. 

SAMUEL SIMSON. 


We ſhall leave the REA DER to his own Ob- 
ſervations upon the preceeding Accounts, and 
Mall only beg leave, previous to our Remarks, 
to obſerve, that tho' the ſitting Member was 
return'd at the laſt ELecTion by a Majority of 
330, yet a Petition was carrying on, Agents 
employ'd, Contributions rais d, Charters exa- 
min'd, and many other Steps taken to main- 
tain it. 


REMARKS. 
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{. A CCORDING to what was given out, the Petl- 
tion was to have been preſented by the Faction, 
which had nothing but Impudence to fupport it, 

acainft the fitting Member, that very Day thefe treafon- 

able Papers were found poſted up. We ſubmit to the 

Reader, whether this does not ſeem to have a View to 

the intended Petition, here is plainly an End to be ferved; 

whereas we are at a loſs to find what End any other Party 
could have in view, except any one will affert, that to 
give the Government four Months Notice of an intended 

Infurrection, be the moſt likely way to facceed in the Ex- 


ecution of it. 


2. The Papers were all of them poſted up againſt the 
Doors of thoſe who were of that Party, and in fach man- 
ner, as if it was defign'd by the Faction, they ſhould tai} 
into their hands only, and be kept a Secret from the Ma- 
giſtrates. : 

3. What ſtrengthens this Seppoſitior? is; that thoſe Pa 
pers which fell into their Hands, though they induſtriouſſy 
copy'd and difpers'd them among thoſe of their own Party, 
were ſecreted from the Magiſtrate, and ſent up to London. 


4. Some of thefe Papers accidentally feli into the 
Mayor's Hands about 9 O'Clock in the Morning, who. 
with all convenient Speed calbd the Juſtices together, and 
publiſh's a Reward of 100 l. for the Diſcovery of the 
Authors, &c. (which our Enemies, in their Aceoùnts; 
have never yet had the Ingenuity to own) upon whick 
(though before there was a ſenſible Joy in tlie Counte- 
nances of the Faction, who thought their Scheme had 
taken effect, there was 2 ſudden Change, their Counte- 
nances fell, and they were in a great Hurry running about 


the Town, they themſelves beſt know vrhether to detect 
the Traitors or conceal them. 


5. Though the Mayor had publickly offered a Reward 
ef vol. for the — of the Author, &. had com 


ven 


[ 10 }] 
ven'd the Juſtices, and was taking Depoſitions with all 
Diligence, yet they, purſuant to the Scheme they had be- 
tore laid down, ſent away their Meſſenger two Hours 
after the Reward was offer d, and ſome Depolitions were 
taken; and this was done, not with a Deſign to inform 
the Government that the Mayor was doing his Duty. 


6. If they did not do this, as we verily believe they 
will not ſo much as pretend they did, where was their In- 
genuity and Moderation ? If they did, to what Purpoſe 
was their Meſſenger ſent? Since they could not but be 
ſenſible, that the Mayor and the Juſtices deſign'd to fend 
to the Secretary of State, as ſoon as they finiſh'd the De- 
poſitions which were then before them. 


7. We are at a loſs to find for what End this Meſſen- 
ger ſhould be ſent; had all the treaſonable Papers fallen 
into their Hands, and by them been ſent to London, as 
ſeems phainly to have beco deſign'd, they might have re- 
preſented the Magiſtrates as deficient in their Duty, and 
ſucceſsfully have charged that upon their Negligence, 
which would have been owing only to their Ignorance ; 
But when they evidently ſaw, that this Scheme was broke, 
and the Magiſtrates were no way remiſs in their Duty, 
that they ſhould ſtill ſend away their Meſſenger in ſuch 
haſte, that he could not ſtop to pay his Toll at the 
Turnpike, ſhould ſupport himſelf with Lies upon the 
Road, in order to forward his own Diſpatch, and hinder 
that of the Mayor's; is in our Judgment ſo extraordinary 
a Strain of political Candor and Ingenuity, as is not every 
Day to be met with, and ſhews ſo prone an Inclination 
to Miſchief and Miſrepreſentation, though. but for a few 
Hours continuance, and that, at the laſting Expence of 
their own Reputation, as we imagine, can come under no 
Denomination, but that of Infatuation without a Figure. 


8. It is true, the Informations laid before the Mayor 
chiefly center'd in the Faction, (though they were generally 
extorted, fe * or none voluntarily »fter'd) which we appre- 
hend was ſolely owing to their Dilizence and Application iu 
copying and diſperſing the ſaid treaſonable Papers, and nat 

to 
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to any Partiality in the Magiſtrates, they dare not ſo 
much as pretend the Magiſtrates ever rejected any Infor- 
mations. If they have Informations againſt the other 
Party to offer, it is no way conſiſtent with that Zeal and 
Loyalty they pretend to the Government to ſuppreſs them. 
If they have not, we leave it to the World to judge who 
were beſt acquainted with the Treaſon, and moſt fond of it. 


9. Mr. Norton (the Sollicitor of the Faction in relation to 
the Petition) was in good Health the Day preceeding his 
Death, dined heartily upon Scotch Collups ; and was with 
fome Friends ſmoaking his Pipe when the Magiſtrates ſent for 
him, about fix o'Clock in the Evening, He ſeem'd in Confu- 
fron, and changed Colour upon his Examination; and whatever 
might be the Cauſe of his Death, he was never known to have 


kad a Fit of an Apoplexy, as has been falſly pretended. 
10. If Depoſitions taken upon Oath be true, he had rea- 


ſon to be in concern. One Deponent ſwears he ſaw him 
about Twelve or One o'Clock that Night the Papers were 
ſtuck up in the Market-Place, with a dark Lanthorn, and 
ſome Papers in his Hand Another, that five days before 
the Treaſon was publiſh'd, diſcourſing with Mr. Norten 
about the intended Petition, the ſaid Mr. Norton, ſaid, 
2 will go againſt Mr. W1GLEY, which you will ſoon 
ear of. 

I The Friends of Mr. Norton, who have given it un- 
der their hands to the Publick, that they are well aſſured 
of his Innocence, would do well in ſatistaction to the Pub- 
lick, in regard to his and their own reputations, to inva- 
lidate theſe Evidences ; otherwiſe, tho' we are no way in- 
clined to trample upon the Aſhes of the Dead, we muſt 
leave it to the World, whether their bare Aſſertions will 
ſcreen his Memory from ſo full a Charge. 

Whoever conſiders the Education of Mr. Norton, his ſkill 
and addreſs in his Profeſſion, his ſteady adherence to the 
Party, his diligence and application in every thing wherein 
he was employ d by them, eſpecially his late exact Scrutiny 
into the Charters of the Corporation, will not be ſurpriz d 
they ſhould place the greateſt confidence in a Perſon fo wel} 
qualificd ta ſerve them; and whoſe chief Views and Proſ- 
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ects in Life, gave them no room to doubt his readinefy 
and Inclination to ſcrve them at all Hazards. 

This is not the firſt time Mr. Norten had been before the 
Magiſtrates, he had frequently appear'd before them; he 
was not wont to be under any concern on ſuch occaſions 3 
but had treated them with great Freedom. What then 
could be the reafon of this ſudden Change? He who was 
accuſtomed to deal fo freely with them, now trembles, and 
cannot face them betote he has drank two Glaſſes of Bran- 
dy; great Changes ſeldom happens without weighty Cau- 
ſes. Truth and Innocence are rarely attended with Con- 
fuſion and Concern, and thercfore we leave it to the Friends 
of Mr. Norton, whether they will! mos it to his Innocence 
or his Guilt. 


12. Another cf the Fattion has been charged with hav 
ing one of the treaſonable Papers at Ten o'Clock the ſame 
Nighr they were publif'd, the charge is ful} agaiuſt him, 
it is incumbent on the Perſon accuſed, if hee can, to diſ- 
rove it. 

Another inſorms us, he found one tion put into his 
Window, theſe were not ſo much as pretended to have 
cen poſted up as the reft were. How they came to be thus 
diftinganſh'd, d, we cannot account for, and whether they will 
interpret it * avour, ora-Diſzrace, they themſelves beſt 
know, By this it appears that two of the original Papers 
Which Mr. Norton ſent . away, were not d up, and the 
third is accounted for by the Mlagiſtrates aper. Let them 
produce an inſtance if they are able, where any of thoſe, 
who, as they have inſinuated to the publick, were the Au- 
thors of the ſaid Freaſon, have been fo nearly charged with 
it, We call upon them in this Caſe to exert ther known 
Lea: -and- Loy alty, as we expect no F avour at their Hands, 
jo ncither do we want, or deſire any, | 


13. Now what do theſe land Friends. to the Govern- 
ment offer in V indication of themſelves? Why truly they 
have acquainted the Publick, that ſeveral: of the Borough 
have crank the Pretender's Aealih, be it ſo, but when was 
this pretended to be done? Why in June 1736. If they 
Knew this to be bart of the prele: n ' Plot, Why did not their 


Zeal 
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EF 
Zeal prompt them to diſcover it before ? ſince upon this 
Suppoſition they muſt have been acquainted with it this 
Year and half. It it be not? to what Furpoſe is the Time 
ſu;;pre(s'd ? honettly no doubt, leſt the Publick by miſtake, 
ſhuu'd take that to be done juſt now, which was tranſacted 
lo long ſince. 


14. This Information was not laid before the Mayor, 
ho was the proper Officer, it being done (as is pretended) 
in the Borough; but before the Juſtices of the Peace for 
the County: But the misfortune of it is, that two of the 
Perſons accuſed, can prove themſelves to be many Miles 
diſtant at the time the Fact is pretended to be ſworn agaĩ iſt 
them. Now if they have fo uſcful an Affidavit, why was 
it nct proſecuted ? It they have not, to what Purpole do 
they pretend they have ? 


15. We confeſs, we do not umlerſtand what the Author 
of the Paragraph in the St, James's Evening Poſt of Feb. 11 
means, when he infinuates, that if the Country force were 
but impowred to take Examinations in the Borough, be Trea- 
fon wovid ſoon be diſcovered. Surely he does not mean, that 
they vant a Commiſſion to do that, which they have alrea- 
dy done. And we ſhall be obliged to that Author, or any 
of his Friends, if they would acquaint the Publick, when 
the Magiſtrates retuſed any . Informations they offered to 
lay before them. If they can produce no ſuch Inſtance, 
as we are certain they cannot, why do they ſlander the 
Magiſtrates and abuſe the Publick; if there be any Par- 
tiality, let the world judge from what Quarter it comes. 


16. Have the Magiſtrates been deficient in Dilgence 
and Impartiality ? If they have, let their Enemies 
liſh it. Have they not made all poflible Enquiries ? They 
themſelves know from whom they were generally ex- 
torted, Have they endeavour'd to ſtifle the King's Evi- 
dence ? They themſelves beſt know who have. And we 
are apt to think the world will believe, that if the Ma- 
giſtrates knowledge had been as extenſive as theirs, the 
Authors of the T reaſon would have been long diſcovered 


before this, 5 
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17. As the Author of the Whitchall Evening Poſt 
has his Account by hearſay, and was not at Leicgſier to 
ſee what happened; we ſha!l endeavour to ſet him right 
in that Affair. Three or four Perſons having ſat up till 
about two o'Clock on Thurſday Morning the gth of Fe- 
bruary, when the News came that the Petition was dropt, 
did with a French Horn, &c. ſerenade ſome of the greateſt 
Sticklers for it, wiſhing them Joy of their Petition; but 
this they did without any breaking of windows, as 1s 
falſly ſuggeſted, 

In the Morning a window and a few Pales of a Gen- 
tleman, (who was generally look'd upon as the chief Pro- 
moter of the Oppoſition in the late Election, as well as 
of the intended Peution) were broke, by ſome Perſons 
whoſe heat and joy tranſported them beyond the Bounds 
of their Diſcretion and Duty; but this Mob was by no 
means general, as ſeems to be inſinuated, and before Noon 
entirely vaniſh'd. And tho we do not in any wiſe juftify 
their Conduct, yet we believe there never was leſs Dit» 
turbance. in this, or any other Place, (as has been ac- 
knowleds'd by ſeveral of the Party) upon the like glaring 
Provocation, a Provocation that ſeemingly aim'd at nothing 
leſs, than the total ſubverſion of the Corporation and Peace 
of the Borough; and notwithſtanding it has been repreſent- 
ed to che Publick i in fo formidable a Light, yet the Damage 
aus fo incenſiderable, that the Perſon aggrieved did not 
think fit to complain to the Magiſtrate upon that occa- 
non. 


| 18. In the Evening of the ſame Day there was a Bon- 
fire made by fome Boys near the Crane-Inn, and one of 
them, when the Fire 'was almoſt out, ran into a neigh- 
ouring Yard, and bringing with him a naked Log of 
Wood, (without lo much as a Band to diſtinguiſh it from 
amy other Log) held it up, and faying this is F----- 1 
fung it into the Fire. We were not apprehenlive this 
was burning, a Perton in Effigie, till the News Papers in- 
trm'd us of it. Now we do treely own, that tho' we 
do not think, we have any. reaſon to entertain fo hizh an 
cem for the .Nioderation,. Candor, Integrity, and Or- 
thodoxy 0! that mo arend Gentleman ts ſome others indy, 
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yet among all his ſhining, amiable, and ſocial Qualities, 
we never before apprehended he was fo much like a Log 
till his Friends told us ſo. Sed, ex qroos ligns fiat Mercu- 
rus. 

This is not the only time this Corporation has been by 
the Faction attacked in the ſame vile and malicious Man- 
ners they know it, they cannot, they dare not deny it. 


| But as this Corporation in this Caſe, as well as all others, 


pteſerv'd its Affection and Loyalty unſhaken to his Ma- 
feſty, the Government, and Succeſſion eſtabliſh'd in his 
illuſtrious Houſe ; we truſt in God, that all future, (as 
well as former Deſigns) however darkly or wickedly con- 
triv'd by our Enemies, will prove abortive. And that no 
little, mean, low, and ſcandalous Attempts of an incon- 
ſiderable Faction, no ill Treatment, no Provocation what- 
ſoever, ſhall ever prompt us to expreſs the leaſt Diſreſpect 
to his Majeſty, or his Government; much leſs to break 
out into Rebellion, and open Inſults againtt it. We hope 
theſe Gentlemen will not take it amiſs, if purſuant to 
theſe Profeſſions, to which our Actions have always been 
conformable, we ſtile ourſelves the true, though perhaps 
they will not allow us, to write ourſelves the known 
Friends of the Government. And though upon this Oc- 
caſion, they have been pleaſed out of their great Mode- 
ration to call us JACOBTITES, from our Actions let 
the Word judge, to which Side that Character molt pro- 

perly belongs. | 
Now, it after what has been ſaid, the Faction can 
charge the preſumption of Guilt upon us, with the ſame 
'I ruth and Reaſon we have done it upon them, we call 
upon, we adviſe, we exhort them to do it: If they can- 
not, they ought to beg Pardon of the 'Publick for fo 
{hamctully impoſing upon them; but let them remember, 
that an impotent or falſe Defence is worſe than none; 
and though perhaps ſome of their Partizans may think 
-political Lying neceſfary, and that Calumny is no Slander, 
they muſt pardon us, if we, who have Reputation to 
loſe think otheriſe. If they do not approve of this, they 
muſt coniider it is a diſh of their own cooking, and if 
Pertons by fondly raking into the Dirt, chance to fall up- 

en the Stench, uno can help it? 

We 


[16] 


We ſhould not have given the Publick this Trouble 
had not the falſhood and malice of our Enemies 2 
us to this neceflary vindication of ourſelves, and we de- 
clare to the World, that in this we are far from deſign- 
ing to caſt N upon the Party in general, we 
know that an Unity in Sentiments, is as little to be ex- 
pected in every caſe, as a Similitude of Features. We 
blame no Man for purſuing what he thinks right in a fair 
and honourable Way, every Man has his Priviledge, it is 
his Birth-right, the Fruit of his Liberty, he ought to en- 
Joy it. We openly acknowledge there are many Gen- 
tlemen of that Party among us, who are Men of Worth 
and Honour, for whom we have a great Eſteem; and 
who though applied to, by the moſt preſſing Inftances, 
would have no hand in carrying cn the intended Peti- 
tion. We likewiſe think it our Duty, un this publick 
Manner, to acquit the worthy Candidate, who is a Gen- 
tleman of known Candor and good Nature. And tho” 
through the reſtleſs Importunities of the Faction, he was 

revail'd upon, in ſome degree, to countenance their 
— ; yet he was fo well ſatisfied with our Conduct 
at the late Llection, that (to his Honour be it ſpoken) he 
never could be induced to ſign their Petition. But it is 
the black, the wicked Deſigns, of a reſtleſs, diſappointed, 
exploded Faction, againſt which, we have reaſon to ex- 
preſs a juſt reſentment; a Faction, who ſooner than mits 
of their dark and malicious Views, would affrent his Ma- 
jeſty, inſult the Government, publiſh Treaſon, charge it 
upon the Innocent, lye to the Publick, ſupport one by a 
hundred others, honeſtly repretent what was tranſacted 
almoſt two Years ago, as done juſt now: Such Actions 
we cannot but deteſt, ſuch Perſons we own we contemn, 
28 we doubt not all honeſt Men will. Are they offended 
at this Picture? let them know, that we leave it to the 
Judgment of every impartial Reader, whether it is not 
the naked, the unadorned Repreſentation of their own 
dark Contrivances ; if they like it not, let them endea- 
vour to mend it. 


FHleclere fi negucant ſuperos, acheronta mavtbunt. v; 
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A SHORT but TRUE 


NARRATIVE, c. 
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LE1cesTzR, Jan. 31, 1755. 


S the anniverſary time approaches, when thoſe 
treaſonable papers before mention'd, were ſo 


| . 

ir wickedly publiſh'd, and the preſent Circum- 
+ ſtances of Affairs at Leiceſter, are, or may in the ſequel} 
e appear, nearly fimilar to thoſe in the Year 1737; and 
„ ſeveral of the Perſons then hurried forwards by their 
Malice and Ambition, to contrive and perpetrate 
fſuch ſcenes of Iniquity, to compaſs their vile De- 
- figns, as every honeſt Man trembled at the thoughts 
it of, are now in Being, and lately have ſhameleſly 
2 reiterated the ſame bale Practices, they ſo maliciouſly, 
d and by diſingenuous and deteſtable Artifices, eigh- 
teen Years ago made uſe of; and which brought 
? upon them that load of Guilt and Infamy, of which, 
3 to this Day, they have never been able to diſburthen 
t themſelves; the following ſhort but true Narrative 
x is offer'd to the Publick. 


„„The two following Advertiſements were inſert- 


ed in the L.EICESTER-JOURNAL Jan. 25, 1755. 
© WHERzAs a ſet of Peopleremarkable tor their TYRASSY, 
s DisLoyAaTY and BAsENEss, finding themſclves likely to be 
, | CE 0 | brought 
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hrought to an PP, tor their illegal Proceedings, are 
very buly in uſing every ſiniſter Method to corrupt and fubar 
* thoſe Evidences which they think will make their Infam 
« appear to the World, ſoliciting them uader various Pre. 
« tences to ſign Papers, in hopes that they will there by in. 
validate their former Informations; coaxing and offexrmy 
them Money to deny what they have ſworn, or to be out of 
the way in the Time of Tryal, ſetting their Tools to work 
to entrap the anwary by making them Drunk, and then 
« perſuading them to ſay, or ſign any thing. This is to caution 
© the Friends of Mr. Mirtrorp, and of LIinERT to be on 
their guard agarnſt zhele deteſtable and vtllainaus proceed- 
« ings, and it is hoped after this publick warning, that none 
« will be ſo weak to ſign any of their Papers without proper 
Advice, or hold any converſation with them, except in the 
« preſence of People of Credit, whoſe evidences may ſecure 
their words from vile miſrepreſentations, and that none will 
ſo WICKED as to receive from them the Wages of 
« Ix1QuiITY. 
* © A Perſon who makes Affidavit of the Commiſſion 
of any particular Facts, by any other Perſon, and by ſub- 
ſequent Affid avits, denies or contradicts what he has be» 
fore {warn, is Itable to, and will be proſecuted for PER- 
JURY. 
Leiceſier, Jan. 22. 1755. 

« A Scurrilaus Paper having lately been publiſhed and 
diſperſed about this TI own, afſlerting, That a Set of People, 
* remarkable for their /y-anny, Diffozalry, and Baſeneſs, 
« finding themſelves likely to be brought to an Account for 
« their illegat Proceedings, are very bufy in ufing every 
« ſiniſter Method, &. and cautioring the Friends of Mr. 
Mirren and of Liberty, to be on their guard, &c.“ 

It is ſubmitted to the Judgment of all. impartial and candid 
« Men, whetber ſomc of the Party, of the Authors of that 
* fanGalous Payer, have not been egregicuſly guilty of thoſe 
«© abkominable Practices, which they caution others to beware 
of being entrapp'd by, as its well known that ſome Perſons 
* who pretend :o de the Friends of Mr. A7 have not on! 


+ been _c-nfur'd with the baſe expedient of plying Perſons 
u ich ſtrong Liquors to excels, and then ſwearing them to 


* what, 


I ) on we... 
«* what they thought moſt tor 2. wicked Purpoſes, but alſa 
« Afidavit has been made thereof; whence it ſeems fame, 
filthy Sticklers for Mr. 1, or rather for the Indulgence 
« of their own malicious Humours, are {till determined to ad- 
« here to their old Stratagem, of contriving and executing 
© wicked Devices and charging them upon their Neighbours, 
« agreeable to their NOTORIOUS DARK SCENE in 1737, the 
« happy diſcovery of which, exhibited their feign'd Loyalty 
in its proper colours, manifeſting to the World, that thoſe 
they accuſed of Diſloyalty were really Loyal, and themſelves 
« deceitful pretenders to Loyalty; ſo conſcious of thei own 
Defection, that they deſpair'd of ſtanding in competition 
« with their Opponemts (even before thoſe, of whom they had 
« boaſtingly declared themſelves to be the known Friends) till 
« they had concerted and exceuted the vileſt Schemes, and 
© with unparall'd Impiety and Impudence, charged their o 
wicked Acts upon the truly Loyal, flattering themſelve3 
that they ſhould thereby depreciate the Characters of thoſe, 
« who far outihined them in Integrity, and palliate their-own 
« Guilt, of purſuing the moſt Iniquitous Meaſures, by audaci- 
« cioully. ſlandering the Innocent: Impious Hypocrites ! who 
« dared with premeditation to mock GOD, and through theit 
© own Crimes attempt the deſtruction of others: But, He 
© whoſe: Eye penetrates the moſt latent ſecrets, mercifully de- 
« feated the ſuccels of their hack deſigns, and let no honeſt Ma 
doubt, but the ſame bleſſed Providence will ftill preſerve 
him from, the poiſonous Darts of ſuch crafty Liers in 
v crate? - BIEN ere WWE oe oe 
Their Chargeagainſt others, of corrupting Perſons to inva- 
t kdate. Evidence, does not appear with any probability, nor 
t otherwiſe' than the bare Aſſertions of ſome deſpicable 
« Wretches, who have been, and ſtill continue, (unfer the 
« ſpecious pretence of being Defenders of the Rights of the 
Freemen) aſfiduous in propagating their Falſhoods at any 
© Rate, and who, regardleſs of their Words or Honour, have 
$ ſolemnly and repeatedly promiſed and as often oufly re- 
« trafted, merely to deceive thoſe who fcapn to be guſlty of 
ſuch double Dealing. e , ikea} oY 
As to their Accuſation of Tyraeamy againſt others, every 
Man who has been truly acqaiunted with che numberlefsA Gs 
© of Violence opemy done, and the many Miſchiefs ſecretly 
In C32 com- 


* 
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committed by theis licentious Rabble; the vile Artifices, and 
* falſe Gloſſes they made uſ: of to incenſe their Mobility to ſuch 
E a pitch of Virulence and Malice, may readily conclude what 


© fort of Ty ants they are likely to be, en Power be once 
© veſted in their Hands.“ 


© If any Perſons are ſo unfortunate, as to have ſworn con. 
© trary to the Truth, either through the urgent perſuaſion of 
© their Friends, Inadvertency, or the effect of ſtrong Liquor, 
© 1s it not better that they ſhould confeſs their F ault, than 
© conceal it, to the Injury of thoſe whom they have falſely 


© \worn againſt, and fo become guilty of <vii/ub and corrupt 
4 ey f jury. 


As 5 ſuborning of V itneſſcs, enquire of Mr. Thomas 
7, Br, in Leiceſter,” * 


Tu Corporation of Leiceſter have an Eſtate near 
the Borough, called the South-Fields, which was 
purchaſed with che proper Money of the Corporation, to 
them and their Succeſſors, as a Fee Simple, and then 
no ways ſubject to the Freemen, for commonin 
their Cattle; and if the Freemen have for many 
Years paſt enjoy'd the Benefit of commoning. their 
Cattle there, it was purely through the Good Will 
and Favour of the Cor poration, Who, as it appears 
by their ancient Hall 2 at ſundry Times have 


appointed various Rules to be r by and 
between their Tenants and the Freemen, with Pez. 


nalties for their Tranſgreſſions thereof. 


South Fields, then lying open, and chiefly occupie 
in Tillage, mould at Lady-Day 1731 be incloſe 
and alk down for Graſs, and fo continued for 21 
Years; ;- purſuant, to which Order, they were - Lett 
upon, Leaſes, for i ſuch Term, with a Condition 
ampngſt others, That the Tenants ſhould every Year 
leave, convenient openings for the Freemen's Cattle 
to common, im every part of tlie Fields, from the 
a of Sepretnber til Candlemas; by which Altera- 
— — | tion 


' .I8-1750 an Order of Hall was made, that 1 


7 
« * Www 


mh, 


8 2 *'.*- Ss. © din * at ca ms oo 0a oo 


( 21 ) | 

nd tion the Freemen have four Times more Graſs 
ich Ground for their Cattle, than before: Notwithſtand- 
ing which apparent Advantage on their Part, ſome 
of the old Faction, in Concert with new Aſſociates, 
n. by falſe Gloſſes and crafty Inſinuations, poſleſs'd the 
of weak Minds of too many of the Freemen, with 
or; ſtrong Apprehenſions, that the Corporation intended 
an to abridge them in, or exclude them from, the Be- 
ely nefit of commoning their Cattle in the Fields, as 
formerly; deluding them by fallacious Arguments 
to conclude, that they had an indubitable Right of 
Common by Preſcription, and incenſing them, that 
then was the Time to exert themſelves in defence of 
ar their Rights and Privileges; all which (as ſince has 
ag ſufficiently appear'd) was merely with a view to raiſe 
to and ſupport an Oppoſition, againſt the then Mem- 
en bers of Parliament for the Borough, at the next 
1g General Election; and ſo far they ſucceeded in their 
ny Schemes, that before the Fields could be wholly in- 
ir Cloſed, ſome of the Freemen, with a Rabble of 
ill other loofe and diſorderly People, deſtroy'd great 
rs part of the Fences : But amongſt their Violences, 
ve pulling down a Houſe and Stable in one of the 
id Fields, ſome of the moſt active Rioters were appre- 
es hended and committed to Priſon, which induc'd the 

pretended Defenders of the Freemen's Rights to 

propoſe an Agreement; and accordingly was a Meet- 
: ing, of ſome Gentlemen on the part of the Corpo- 

ration and others for the Freemen, when it was mu- 
1 tually agreed, that the Tenants of the Corporation 
tr hould admit to Bail, the Rioters then impriſoned, 
on nd bring no Act done before that Meeting in pulling 
ar »wn the Houſe and Stable, or deſtroying any of 
le t Fences,” in Queſtion thereafter, againſt any Per- 
le e; and in order to have a fair Trial between the 
a- Cporation and the Freemen, with regard to the 

X 141 C3  Fenees 
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Fences, that ſome of the ſubſtantial Freemen ſhould 
cut down a jew of the Poſts and Rails of the Fencing, 
and the Tenants thereupon bring an Action at Law 
againſt them, in which the Freemen ſhould join 
Iſſue: But their ſly Agitators, well knowing a fair 
Trial would unavoidably bring to Light their deceit- 
ful Meatures, conſiſtent with their wonted Integrity, 
not only tail'd in the laſt Article of the Compro- 
mile, but to aggravate their Perfidy, by underhand 
and indirect Methods, promoted and carried on an 
Oppoſition, by daily (tho* as much in private as 
poſſibly they could) ſupplying their Mobility with 
ſtrong Liquor, and encouraging them with the In- 
fallibility of Succeſs, if they would act with vigor, 
and like Mer. who had any Kegatil for their Liberties. 
The miſchievous Effects of theſe plauſible Inſinua- 
tions of the wicked Faction to the ignorant Freemen 
were ſenſibly felt, by their committing many Outrages 

and Violences, as deſtroying more ot the Fences in 
'the Fields, roaring and raging about the Town, 
ſometimes in the Day time, and frequently in the 


Night, beating at the Windows and Doors of many 


of the Inhabitants, with Sticks and Clubs, and threat- 


ning Revenge upon their Perſons, on Accaunt of 


the Fields. 


Dvurinc:;theſe riotous tranſactions, the reſtleſs and 
ever miſchievous Faction, were buſy in making cloſe 
Application to almoſt every Gentleman in the County. 
and ſome in other Parts of the Kingdom, in orde 
to procure a Candidate in their Intereſt, but withor 
Succeſs; and at length were :obliged to ſolicit M 
1 originally a Yorkſhire Gentleman, but w 
has reſided ſome few Years, near Leiceſtet, with ſtreg 
Aſſurances of their aſſiſting him, to defray his X- 
| 9 ces in a conteſt, and not unlikely, wich ſhud 

ntimations, what extraordinary Intereſt. they2ad 
ſecures, and might poſhbly acquire, by their82- 
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cious Contrivances and deep laid Schemes, no doubt 
{ concerted, that whatever they had pretended or 
promis'd to the contrary Party, were only to ſtifle 
their Apprehenſions of an Oppoſition, and lull them 
into a lapine negligence; whilſt their own dear dou- 
ble-hearted Selves, were indefatigably endeavourin 
to ſtrengthen their Intereſt, and be as effectully pre- 
par d, as poſſibly they could, to embrace the firſt 
Opportunity of oppoling Mr. W. and W. 

Ir is indeed generally believed, that Mr. M------ 
too unwarily engaged, in the rotten Cauſe of an ex- 
ploded Faction: But what can cl-ar him from the 
Imputation, of continuing a Tool to Men, fo palpa- 
bly corrupt in their Principles and wicked in 
their Conduct, future Diſcoveries can only explain. 

Tux perfidious Juncto, having ſeduced Mr M 
not only to partake of their wonderful Proceedings, 
but alſo to preſide at their grand Councils, for con- 
certing Meaſures to execute their important Schemes; 
they begun ſharply to look about how to ſave, as de- 
cently as poſſible, their own Pockets, and judiciouſly 
ct lculating to attain the moſt likely Methods for that 
End, they unanimouſly agreed, that their Expences 
in ſupporting an Oppoſition (conſidering their known 
Loyalty) would lie unreaſonably heavy upon them- 
ſelves, ſhould they treat their numerous Rabble at 
ſecond Hand: and therefore determin'd, for ſome 
Time, ſnugly to ply them with ſtrong Liquor, at 
their own Houſes ; and thereby prevent his Majeſty's 
Collector ſome extraordinary trouble on his Receipt, 
and keep their own dirty Hands trom rumaging the 
inmoſt Repoſitories of their idoliz'd Treaſure. 

PRELIMINARIES being ſettled between Mr. M---- 
and his powerful Adherents, and a Plan of prodi- 
gious Operations mark'd out, the Bullies of the 
Faction begun like Furies to rage about the 2 
. | | y 
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Day and Night; knocking down and unmercifuNy 
beating many inoffenſive Feople who ſpoke not one 
Word to them, nor gave them the leaſt Provocation 
by any manner of Action; inſulting all Perſons they 
met, who ſhew'd not ſome Indication of being 
leated with their Clamours and Violence; breakir. 

Windows without Stint, ſo that in one Night (tho 
the Morning before Proclamation had been made, 
by Order of the Magiſtrates, in every Street of the 
Boroughforbidding all manner of violence) the Win— 
dows ot above eighty Houſes of the Friends of Mr. W. 
and W. were broke by this Banditti, beſides theMayor's, 
the Town Clerk's, thoſe of the Town Hall, and 
the Weſt Endof St. Margaret's Church ; many Win- 
cow Shutters were broke to Pieces, and large Stones 
above tourteen Pounds each, thrown into Houles, 
through the Windows, and one above thirty Pounds; 
Several Houſes the Mob declared they would pull 
down, and threaten'd the Lives of the Inhabitants ; 
all Lanthorns they met in the Streets, were imme— 
diately broke to Pieces by ſome of their Deſperado's, 
and no Light ſuffer'd to be brought near their main 
Body. Theſe, with many other violences, fo terrified 
the Inhabitants, that the next Day there was almoſt 
a general Blockade of Windows, whereby the whole 
Town appear'd, as tho' it had ſuffer'd a Siege and 
Battery, or ſuddenly expected ſuch a calamitous 
Event. | 

Loc before the laſt mention'd horrid Scene, 
Mr. W. and Mr. W. being ſenſible, that the Faction 
had employ'd all the vile Artifices and artful Miſ- 
repreſentations they were capable of, to encreaſe the 
Prejudices of the Freemen, and eſpecially with reſpect 
to the Affair of the Fields, they therefore, to ap- 


peaſe the groundleſs complaints and animoſities on 


that point, declar'd they wou'd defray the expences 
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Ir the Frecmen againſt the Tenants of the Corpora- 
tion in aT'rial at Law, the Freemen choofing ſuch 
Attornies to direct and manage the proceedings, as 
they thought proper, and Notice was ſoon after 
given, by public Advertiſements in Print, for a 
meeting of the Freemen, at the Lion and Dolphin 
in Leiceſter, in order for them to appoint their At- 
tornies, and to conſider of proper Meaſures for con- 
ducting fuch Trial: But few or none of the diſguſted 
Freemenor their Advocates coming to that Meeting, 
THOSE FREEMEN Who did appear, agreed to join 
Iſſue in a Trial with the Corporation Tenants, hoping 
thereby their Diſputes might be determined, or at 
leaſt appear in a clearer Light than before; and ac- 
cordingly they appointed Attornies to carry on fuch 
intended Trial: but the diſguſted Freemen in gener. | 
and their Encouragers, ſhewing maniteſt diſlike of 
its being proſecuted, and branding it with the Names 
of a Sham and Mock Tryal, the carrying it on was 
declined ; and the Rioters being again encouraged 
by ſome of the Faction, ſeveral Times after de- 
ſtroy'd more of the Fences, and one Night riotouſly 
and tumultuouſly raging about the Town, carried in 
a large Chair, ſurrounded by flaming Torches, born 
by ſome of the Rabble, one Robert Flower, Bar ber 
and Victualler, a notorious prophane Perſon, an 
adored adherent of the Faction, and fo highly re- 
vered by their mobs, that he was by them ſtiled their 
Captain, and by that Name the Rioters uſually did, 
and to this Day, diſtinguiſh him. This unhappy 


Wretch, in ſuch manner, the mad multitude brought 


before the Door of a Juſtice of the Borough, where 


ſtopping for a conſiderable Time, they ated with 


mcredible Rudeneſs, beating at his Doors ſo furiouſly, 

that it was concluded by ſome of the Spectators, 

they woukl have enter'd and ravaged the — 
D t 
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the Door given Way to their Violence; beſides 
which they dreadfully threaten'd the Perſon of the 
Juttice, and ſo terrified his Wife, by aſſaulting the 
Door and urtering many horrid Imprecations, "that 
through the Fright the was obliged to keep her 
Room, continued ext remely ill for a Month after, 
and even her Lite was thought to be in great 
Danger. 

O Saturday the 13th Mr. M------ declar'd him- 
ſelf a Candidate in their Intereit, tho? Mr. R. G---- 
in his Letter to William Wright, Eſq; but ſeven 
Lays before, gave Aſſurances that there would be 
no Oppoſition : : A true Copy of which Letter is 
under, I except ſome little Variation in the Spelling; 
and it is hoped that the waſpiſh Gentleman will 
kindly excuſe its preſent Appcarance, tho* upon a 
former Publication thereof, he feem'd to take great 
Umbrage, becauſe a Good-natur'd Gentleman had 
reduced it to Ortuography. 

Nox is it all to be doubted, but that Mr. M----- 
was in Terms with ſome of the Faction long before, 
for that very Purpoſe: and the not divulging i it ſoon- 
er ſrems to be one of the many (tho? perhaps the 

teaſt mean) Artifices to deceive thoſe in the Intereſt 
of our preſent worthy Repreſentati 25, of which the 
Circumitance of Mr. M ambiguguſly making 
Intereſt among the Votes in London, for himſelf or 
his Friend, is, and will remain, a glaring Inſtance, 


except! Mr. M------ or tome of his tubtle Schemers 
eandiuly unravel the: Bottom. 


: + To Wrttram WaricuTte, Eſq; 
* SIR, 
« I underſtand Mr. Winſtanley is making Men Free, if fo, 
pray puta ſtop to it; why ſhou'd he put Mr. Wrighte to a 
1 needleſs Expence, I wil aſſure you there will be no Oppoſition. 


6 Iam Yours, &c. 
April 6. 40 Cock. X RI. GaRTI.“ 
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Mownav the 15th, Mr. M--- with three Gen- 
tlemer in lac'd Hats ard forac other Perſons ſaid to 
be men of Sufi ace, begun to canvais die Town, at- 
tendded by a numerqus mob or People, unreaſonably 
projulic'd agunte the Corporation on Account of the 
incloſure, Mr. M. frequently encouraging them by 
declaring what great things he would do tor them, 
particularly promiſing, to make every Freeman's right. 
of Common worth Five-pounds a Year, it he ſhould 
be choſe. 

Tu Proceſſion was remarkably brilliant, being 
accomodated with three Standards, reſpectively (as 
is ſaid) adapted to the ſeveral Ranks of Perſons at- 
tending them. The firſt was ornamentally diſplay'd 
with a Stool, an old Shoe, a Spigot and Faucet, 
Blacking Pot and Bruſhes : Various have been the 
Conjectures, what the curious medley exhibited by 
this Standard, properly alluded to ; of all which the 
moſt natural is, that Mr. M------ meant no more by 
it, than complimenting his Friends with an Emblem 
of his ſincere Intentions to ſerve them; and to de- 
note, that tho” he was a tall upright Gentleman, they 
might aſſuredly depend upon his chearfully fitting 
down, or ſtooping to, any work, even of the hum- 
bleſt Sort, when their Intereſt required it. 

Taz ſecond was a Poſt, or a long Log of Wood, 
with an Ax ſtruck into it. This (as reported) was 
peculiar to the men in lac'd Hats, and men reputed 
to be of ſome Subſtance. Such a multiplicity of 
Notions have circulated about this Standard, that 
barely to mention them would be tedious to the 
Reader; and therefore the following Application 
ſeeming to carry with it ſome degree of Probability, 
may ſuffice: By the Poſt or Log with a Hatchet 
{truck into it, ſeem'd to be intimated, that when- 
ever the Poſts and Rails in the Fields, are not ſuffi- 

| D 2 cient 


SH 
cient to keep up the Spirits of the mobility, they 
may ſurely depend upon the Log------- s of the ſub- 
ftantial men, always being in readnieſs to ſupply the 
Detect. 

Tur Third and grandeſt of the three Standards, 
tho* appropriated to the mobility, was born by a 
Hero clad in the ſkin of ſome Beaſt, (not unlikely a 
Wolf's, with ſprigs of quick Thorn in his Hat: on 
one ſide of this Standard was wrote in large Capitals, 
No Fos r, No Rari a M--- for ever on the Re- 
verſe, No Goats, No OrpxkSssIONS, No 
Mock TRIAIL, LIBERTY AND PROPERTY 
FOR EVER, With the ſcut of a Rabbet hanging at 
it. A Connoifſeur in Drollery explains the ſeve- 
ral Mottos in the following manner, -- No Poſt, no 
Rails, ſays he nceds no comment, -- No Goals, no 
Oppreſſions, -- is a duplicate Emblem, ſignifying, 
that tho? the Mobility have been made ſenſible, that 
for their Actions they were liable by Law to Impri- 
ſonment and Pains, they ſhall ſtill look upon it, as a 
cruel Oppreſſion, to be at any time interrupted, in 
- exerciſing their accuſtom'dlicentiouſneſs. - No mock 
Trials, denoted their averſion, to any Reſtraint upon 
their Actions, or even their queſtioning them, and 
that they ſhould always conſider the latter, as a pre- 
ſumptious cenſuring their couragious exploits ; and 
both receive and reſent it, as mockage in the higheſt 
degree. Liberty and Property, - is a motto as fre- 
quently us'd perhaps in bad as in good Cauſes: but 
here it feem'd intended only as a declaration of the 


mobility, that they were determin'd to claim all ſuch 


Liberties, and ſeize upon whoſeſoever Properties their 
ſubſtantial maſters at any time ſhould inform them, 
they were intituled to. - The Rabhits Scut, was to 
Mew their deteſtation of a certain Gentleman, wha 
had brought ſome of their near Relations, [in prin- 

ciples] 


alſo to declare that they would not be deter'd by him, 
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crples] to Juſtice, for attempting to en 


Frans; and 


Rat ets in the County, into their own 


nor any other Fr from deſtroying all the Poſts 
and Rails in St. Mary's Field, 

Tukspax the 16th. Mr. M--- and his Friends 
canvaſs d again, attended with the like formalities ay 
before; and in the Evening his mob aſſaulted the 
Cranes Inn with uncommon Rage and Fury, brokg 
to Pieces the whole Range of Saſhes, both Glaſs and 
Frames, on the Front of the Houſe, enter'd all the 
lower Rooms thro? the broken Windows, ſet Fire to 
the Furniture of two Rooms, broke a Beaufet, &c. 
and fired a Chimney in one of the Rooms, by throw- 
ing Gun-powder into the Fire, with other Miſchief 
and Mr. M------ coming amongſt the Rioters whilſt 
they were under the Crane Windows, ſaid, It any 
6 Man cries W. and W. d---n him Þ' ll knock him 
« down.” This was the moſt outrageous Aſſault 
the Rabble of the Faction or Mr, M---- committed 
at the Cranes; when they exerciſed their Fury and 
malice ſo effectually, that the Inn was almoſt 
render'd uſeleſs for ſeveral Days after; moſt of the 
Gueſts who came there, tho' formerly accuſtomed to 
the Houſe, being obliged to go to other Inns for 
want of proper accommodations ; many People were 
intimidated from going to the Houſe, for fear of the 
Mob : And the Damage ſuſtain'd by the maſter of 
the Inn, through theſe wicked Deſtroyers, is com- 
puted at ſeveral Hundred Pounds. 

IT ſhould here be obſerved, that by this Time, 
Mr. M----'s mob, notwithſtanding its great Supe- 
riority before, had receiv'd additional Strength; 
having been joined by many ſturdy Fellows, tram 
ſeveral neighbouring Villages, which being known 
by the Inhabitants of Leiceſter, together with * 
ate 
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late milchief at the Cranes, threw them into the 
utmoſt Conſternation, as it was too evident, that 
Mr. M---'s Town mob had always ſhewn ſurpriſing 
readineſs to execute any miſchief they were ſet upon; 
and there was now much Reaſon to fear, trem their 
late outrageous Actions at the Cran-s, after the 
Countrymen join'd them, that they had poſſeſs'd 
their new Aſſociates, with the ſame Propenſity to 
Violence and Dettruction, as themſelves. Diſmal at 
this Time were the Apprehenſions of moſt moderate 
men, of both Parties : Breaking of Windows, pull- 
ing down and firing of Houſes, deſtruction of Pro- 
perty, were expected, and even Life itſelf thought in 
imminent danger; and it was judg'd impracticable 


that the magiſtrates, by any methods they could de- 


viſe, would be capable of reſtraining the raging 
Infolence of Mr. M---'s mob, without which it 
would be impoſſible to carry on a Poll, with Freedom 
and Safety to the Electors; ſeveral of Mr. W--- 
and Mr. W---'s Friends having been threaten'd, that 
they ſhould not be permitted to give their Votes; 
and ſome of Mr. M——'s People giving out, that 
they would keep the Door, and ſuffer - none of Mr. 
W — and W——'s Friends to vote, till they had 
Poll'd all their own. To ſuch a height of malice 


was Party Zcal grown, amongſt Mr. M—'s People, 


that one Mr. J*** J*** the younger, pulling a large 
turn-down Knife out of his Pocket, and fhewing it 
to ſome Perſons in the Street, ſaid, I bought this 


on purpoſe for the Election, and if any one med- 


% dles with me, I'll put it into him.” and further 
added, that he hoped to ſee the Gutters in the Town 
Streets run down with human Blood. 

Hap not Juſtice, ſtrictly due to the Publick, re- 
quired it on the preſent Occaſion, no mention would 
have been here made, of the laſt Shocking —_— 
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of Party Rage, purely out of regard to the R-—d 
Gentleman, Mr. J***'s Father; who, from his great 
experience of the World, and extenſive Knowle 
of Religion, cannot but be ſenſible, that the beſt 
of men are not exempt from the Unhappineſs of 
ſometimes dropping a culpable Expreſſion : Yet a 
Son, an only Son, expoſing himſelf to the World 
in ſuch Terms of Cruelty, cannot but deeply affect 
the good old Gentleman, whole moderation and 
Candour has been remarkably conſpicuous on ſeveral 
publick Occaſions, during his reſidence at Leiceſter, 

WEDNESDAY the 17th. A Day that ſhould al- 
ways be remember'd with reverential Joy and grate- 
ful Acknowledgments to Almighty Providence, the 
bleſſed Relief of diſtreſs'd Innocency. On this me- 
morable Day a great number of Freemen and others, 
Friends of Mr. W—— and W coming out of 
the Counrty into Leiceſter, happily chang'd the me- 
lancholy Scenes, and preſerved the Inhabitants from 
impending Dangers, by ſecuring them from the 
threatened Violences of Mr. M——'s mob. 

The Election beginning on Friday the 19th, was 
conducted by the magiſtrates, with great candour, 
and it muſt be acknowledged to their Honour, by all 
unprejudic'd men, who ſaw, or have beer. truly 
intorm'd of all the circumſtances relative thereto, that 
they gave no encouragement to any perſon to com- 
mit violence, or by any means hinder a free Poll : 
but as it was their duty, us'd their utinoſt endeavours 
to procure ready acceſs, for all the Voters; and 
during the whole courſe of the Election, leſt by 
ſtrictly cxerting their proper Authority, they might 
add Fuel to the Fire, they patiently overlooked, 
many great and and undeſerv'd Indignities impudent- 
ly offer'd them, and during the whole courſe of the 
Election, were more intent upon obviating any 

cir- 
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circumſtances which might contribute to inflame tl 
gontrary Party, than in proſecuting the Intereſt of 
It,x ð true, that frequent intimations, in Writing, 
were handed to Mr. M---, on the feveral days of E- 
lection through the Hall Windows, that his Voters 
were obſtructed by the contrary Party, in coming up 
to Poll : but upon due enquiry thoſe complaints were 
all found to be groundleſs ; whence it ſeems ſuſpici- 
dus, that they were rather intended to ſerve ſome fu- 
ture purpoſes, than at that time to be any way uſeful 
to Mr. M---, and it is well known that the avenues 
to the place ro during the whole Election, 
were in the free poſſeſſion of, and croi, ded with Mr. 
M---'s people; and that the greateſt part of thoſe, in 
the Intereſt of Mr. W-- and Mr. W--, were ſtation'd 
at a conſideradle diſtance entirely to prevent rioting ; 
and fo far from being reſtrained or intimidated were 
the Furies of _ M--, _ whilſt the Poll was caſt- 
(notwithſtanding fo large a majority for Mr. 
Wand Mr. W., as might be „ «4 animate 
their Friends, 2 taking 2 from the other 
Party, without ſhewing proper reſentment) they 
were ſuffer d to keep, full poſſeſſion of the 3 
cho their Inſolence was fo unbounded, as repeatedly 
to throw into the Hall, Dogs and Cats, through the 
Windows, even within a ſmall diſtance of the return- 
ing Officers. Upon cloſing the Poll the numbers 


were found : 
Fot George Wrighte, Eſq; 1137 
James Wigley, Eſq 1294. 
Robert Mitford, Eſq 988 


But notwithftanding ſuch a large majority Mr. M. 


demanded a Scrutiny, which the returning Officers 
tefuſing te admit, except Mr. M. would agree to make 
it final, and he not conſenting, thereto, Mr. W. and 
Mr. W. were declar'd and return'd duly —_— = 
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OBSER-Y A LION: 
Little by for: the Election, as Mr. Thomas Halford; 

A Attorney at Law, was going to the Mayor's, ſeveral 

Yortons Caine our of Robert Flower's Houſe, and afſaulting 
him, ſtruck oit his Fat, and threw Stones at him, one of 
which hitting hum, hurt him very much; and then to com- 
fort him, threaten'd, that within a Night or two they would 
be reveng'd on him: And upon his recurning from tie May- 
or's, he {aw 1-vcial Men ſtanding at Flower's Door, who, 
as he was told, watch'd his coming back; and one Mr. Jee 
a Cooper, a Perſon of their own Party, coming up to him, 
humancly hegg'd he would go ſeme other way than by Flow- 
er's Houie, or he might expect to have ſome Miſchief done 
him. 

Ox Wedn-ſlay the toth of April at Night, a large Mob of 
People coming before the Houſe of Mr. Halford, and outragi- 
ouſly breakin_ ſeveral of the Windows and Window: ſhutters; 
one of them named Au STIN SHARPLESS, as the others were 
going away, was fe:z'd by Mr. Haltord and ſome Friends, 
whilſt he was beating againſt the W indov-ſhutters, and 
being taken into the Houſe, upon his promiſing not to com- 
mit any further miſchicfs, nor be concern'd in making any 
mote diſturbances, Mr. Halſord gave him a mug of Drink, 
and ſet him at Liberty, 

IT has been indu{triouſly but falſcly reported, that the a- 
bove-mention'd Auſtin Sharpleſs, two Nights after receiv'd 
a ſhot from the firing out of Mr, Halford's Houſe, which 
prov'd to be the cauſe of his Death; tho' it's well known the 
Man liv'd a long time after, and was often about the Streets 
with Mr. M——4's mobs, and when dead, his Body being 
examin'd by four Surgeons, (two of whom were Mr. M- d's 
Friends) they all agreed in Opinion, that his death was not 
occaſionꝰd by any Gun-ſhot Wound, as from the following 
Copy of their Affidavit will appear: 


E whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, have this 

Zoth day of April 1754 made Oath before Samuel 
Simpſon, oneof his Majeſty's Jultices of the Peace for the Bo- 
rough of Leiceſter, that upon our examining the Body of Au- 


STIN 
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n Sharpicls, deceaſed, we alt of us agree in Opinion that in 


Death was not velulion' by any Gun ſhot Wound. 
Janus OrpeRs Aw, 
VI. CHESHIRE 
Tore Cos ax, 
Rö. TLAYTOS; 
Sworn beſore me in the Borough of Le:cirer on the Z.th of 
April 1754, 
S. S11PF5SON, 


And to obviate the C. gumny malicioaſly propagated by the 
Faction, to hiametize Ir. Halford on Account of his Con- 
duct in this Atuir, tie ſubtequent I ruths are preſented to che 
Fublick, On Friday Night the 12th of April, being good 
Friday, a large mob of People fc uting and crying a "M4 
&c. going towards XIx. Haltord' S un Clu os and pick Axes, 
or paving Hammers, in their Hande; fome of them were 
heard do iav, that tacy would that eight have Mr. Ilalford's 
blood, an pull cow n his Houle ; and com nz beiore it vio- 
lently attacx'd and broke ſeveral of the Window Shutters ; 5 
upon which Mr. Hallord calling to and tehing them, if they 
would not deſiſt jrum their *. iolcnces, he would hre upon 
them : But they continuing the Aﬀiault, to deter them, a 
Gun was {red into the Air, which fo little intimated them, 
that their Shouiung increated, and they attack'd the Windows 

and Shutters more violently, broke four Pannels of the Hall 
Door, and one of the Mov getting Part of his Body through 
a Breach of the Door, took hold of the Lock Bolt, and en- 
deavoured to draw it back, with an Intent, as was ſuppoſed, 
to get the Door open, for the Mob to enter the Houſe ; but 
as prevented by the Firing. The Mob {till continuing out- 
ra e Mr. Halford and . Of his Aſlſiſtants endeavourcd 
to keep them ot, by y now and then firing amongſt them with 
Bird Shot, when they th: oug! ut ita proper Time; which firing 
was Chil, throu; 80 the Breaches made ia the Hall Door by 
the No, who, at length finding too warm a Reception, 
drew off, and attempted to oct in the back W ay, but were 
intimidated by a Gun being diſc harg'd at them out of the 
Garden; yet the Windows in the back Part of the Houſe, 
were broke by ſome of the fame Mob that Night. A Re- 
putable Ne ighbour of Nir Halford's has declared, that after 
the 
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the firſt firing of a Gun, the Mov giving a great Shout, 
ery'd, D—mn gou Halford, ⁊we'il dit Tard; ont again, for 
n hire your Blood and xu down your Hue before 
io ni,; and that when Mr. Halford was urgently prefled 
by his Friends to load his Guns wich large Shot, the heard 
him ſay, fr <ernld vive Him jo wits Concern to 407 any Bo 
ay, tat bi» Hu never e ca'y vo lan as le li? 1. 

Ox Saturdav the 1:th of April a Servant of Mr Hamlet 
Clark's, then Town Chamberlain, telling his Maſter that 
he heard forine of Mr, U“ 's Mob tay, i lire Hi de- 
[erred % dow, anbdit's Nitzkb ur s tog; meaning (as 
he ſuppoſed) the Houſes of Mir. Thomas Hurit and his tad 
Maſter, wo were oppoiite Neighlours, 

Mr. Clarke hearing this, and having lately hal his Win- 
dows and VWindow-ſhutters broke, and damag'd, to the a- 
mout of 31, 103 and upwards, and Mr. Halford's Houſe ba- 
ving been fo terribly affaulted the Night before ; coiiſidering 


Tak 


the cruelty of the Mob, and the little probability that appear- 


ed of reFrainins them ia their excciles, and having a Wife, 
eight Children, and effects to a conpderable Value in his 
Houſe, terrified with dreadful Apprehentions, that his Houſe 
would incvitably be pulled dowen, his Family ſufter violence, 
and all his eſtects be deſtroy'd, in the pann:ck went that day 
to Mr. I-, and contrary to his Inclination, promiſed him 
his Vote, with a view to prevent the fad conſequences he ex- 
pected from the Reſentment and cruel Malice of Mr. M's 
mob, which had the deſir'd effect, he having no miſchief after- 
wards done to him or his Houſe. 

WeEpxesDarY April 17th, a large Mob of People, amongſt 
whom were a great number of Colliers, para ing the Streets, 
and pafling by the new Warchouſe of Mr. Richard Garle, 
Hoſier, were aſſaulted with large Stones and Bricks, thrown 
at them out of the Windows, by which being greatly in- 
cenſed, they broke part of the {mall Frame-work of the 
Saſhes, at that Time unglazed, enter'd the W archoule, and 
did ſome Damage within; and thence paſſing by the Dwell- 
inz-Houſe, Stones and Bricks being thrown at them, by ſe— 
veral Perſons from the Roof, fo irritated them, that they 
forced through the Gates, and entering the Houſc, begun to 
commit Violences : But Nathaniel Wrighte, } iq; Who was 
then in another Part of the Town, being informed ol 2 
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miſchic vous Procee lings. immediately went to Mr. G 


Sy 
and with many preſſing Entreatics and urgent Pertuations, 
prevail'd upon them to deſiſt; for which kind Office, the 
grea-, the generous Mr. 8 has commenc'd a Proſecu- 
tion againſt Mr. Wrighte, in the King's Bench; tho' his 
H:; zhneſs, doing the like Goud-natuied Act when Mr. Hal- 
ford's Houſe was attaulted, and threaten'd to be pull'd down 


by Mr. M——'s Mob, has been more fortunate, being, for 
that Generofity, only expoſed to the Cenſure of thoſe, who 
have hitherto abhorr'd, and it's hoped will always deteſt, the 
Thoughts of perverting the good Actions of others, tho? 
their declared Enemies, to any malicious Pur doſes; notwith- 
ſtanding the Hiniug Example of his Eminency, wl., by 
Fortune, acquiring Intereſt, has render'd himſelf ye. WE ie 
to his inferiors, by rouraze and rejolutton has trampled upon 
his equals, and by his intrepidity an yreatne;sof Minl, even 
dard his Superiors, and fearle,s of the boldeſt Enterpr..e, o- 
penly declar'd to r4o/e who have contradicted or conten led 
with his Mightinek, that their preſumption would be faal, 
of no leſs conſequence then inevitable ruin, without any hopes 
of the leaſt redeeming Salvo; all which well contider'd, how 
ſtupid ? how raſh and inconſiderate are thoſe, who attempt 
to oppoſe a Man ſy potent, ſuperb and refoluie in his own 
Mind, that rather than ſuffer the Execution of his own Will 

to be neglected or diſputed, ſeems determined, at all Events, 
by the exceſſive Burden of his Greatne g to lupprets all Oppo- 
nents ; or how notoriouſly preſumptuous will it be, for any 
Man of competent Senſe to attempt obſtructing his /yranny, 
when it muſt conſequently be attended with the H/, t Re- 
ſentment and ſcvereſt Chaſtiſement of his Exceilency 3 whoſe 
Authority and Command were fo ſurprizingly influential that 
when in the ſtreet aſſuming a ſtern look, and ſaying with a 
rough Accent, ſeemingly the effect of his ditpleafure, My 
Lals rate te North; within 10 Hours after ſuch declara- 
tion the whole Force of that Quarter were not only in Arms 
but enzazd in Action, for the cauſe of his Highneſs. 

Ox W edneſday the roth of April, the Colliers with others 
having paſs d by  wer's Houſe, ſome Townſmen who fol- 
low'd them, were aſſaulted with Stones, Brick-bat:, Sticks, 
and other things thrown at them, out of the Garret Win- 
dows, upon which ſome of thoſe aſſaulted, giving the Colliers 
In- 
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Intelligence, they immediately return'd to Flowers, and did 
ſome damage to the Windows : The ſame day at Night paſ- 
fing again by Flower's Houle then grouded by Mr. M—4' $ 
people, and alſo a number of thcin being at the Door in the 
itreet, ſhouting, exulting, and vehemently crying, a M—d, 
Kc. till the Colliers with others, came up to them, being e- 
ven fo daring, as to mix and continue amongſt them a conſi- 
derabl time; at length the Colliers exaſperated, either by 
their inſolent Behaviour, or out of further Revenge, for the 
Aﬀonts their Friends had before received, broke the Wir.- 
dows a fecond time, enter theHouſe and committed lume vi- 
olences; to which 1.7 here be added, that a few Days be- 
fore tne ElcCt en, 15 er coming out of his Dwelling-Houſe. 
fail I) n it, my Windows ſhall be broke as well other Peo- 
ples, and it nobody w:l: break them, I will break them myſelf, 
and thereupon with a large hock ſtick, then in lus hand, im- 
mediately broke them. 

Ir may perhaps here be expected, that to gra: ſy the Cu- 
rioſity of ſome Perſons, an elaborate Character niould have 
been attempted, of that extraordinary Perſon Ryb+-e Homer, 
commonly called Capt. Flyer; but as ſuch a Sub'- t would 
(rather than anſwering any Utility) be miſpending tie Read- 
er's Time; for Brevity's Sake, the following Sarc: 1 of a 
waggiſn Gentleman is only inſerted : «« Mr. Kaleri lav r, 
Barber and Victualler, a Freeman of the Borough ©! Lei- 
ceſter, has been by the Faction there, eſteem'd their princi- 
pal Chirurgical Initrument, as being Caſe-harden'd, and 
within an Inch of the Ste ling all of Bras, except a lar -: Nob 
at the Top heavily loaded with Lead, for facilitatin, Ope- 
rations where deep Inciſions are required. 

THhusrsDayY the 17th of April three Colliers com::g up 
Red-Croſs-Street, towards the Peacock, were attack'd by 
William johnſon, alias Running Johnſon, Joſeph Brooks, 
William Flower and others, who taking their Sticks out of 
their Hands, two of them rum away ; but the other not be- 
ing ſo fortunate, they all fell upon him in the moſt barbarous 
and cruel manner, beating him inceſſant'y till he 1eemed to 
be dead, and then drawi ing him up to a Houle Side, laid, and 
left th under a Window Shutter. 

Monday April 8, Mr. G——e, Mr, J—e, and Mr. 
px, attended by a ; Party of their Mob, taking 6 ow. of 
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Mr. M d's Friends to be 1 Free, and coming to the. 
Mayor's Door, he being in the Parlour with a v.icat Number 
of Mr. M-—d's Friends, who ald came there Mordor to be 
made Free, and ſome People being in the Ei. y whom Mr, 
J- and his Friends thought would int pede their Entrance, 
Mr. J—e faid, D—n 'em Pull them out, one at a Tine, and 
accordingly Mr. G—e took a Man bv the Collar, and en- 
deavouring to pull him out, tore his Shirt; and Mr, J—e 
lay ing hold on another Perſon in order to haul him away, 
tore his Coat, and then one of them call'd out for the Con- 
ſtable to clear the Entry; and Mr. P—k ſtanding amongſt 
ſome of h is own Friends who came with him complain'd, 
there was ſuch a great Stink that he could not ſtay 3 and im- 
mediately left them. Nr. J--e then ihoving with his Shoul- 
der and Mr. G le thruſting with his Hands againſt the Par- 
lor Door, forced it open, and enter'd the Room ; whercat 
the Mayor heing diſpleaſed, aik'd them what Ruſineſs they 


had there? to which Mr. J—c mod:[ity reply'd, as much 


Buſineſs as you have. 

ON W eIneſday the 1oth of April between 9 and 10 at 
Night, a large Mob of People came before the Mayor's 
Houſe, ſome of whom, violently thruſting Sticks or Clubs 
thro' the Light holes of the Window Shutters, ſo broke the 
Glaſs of the Windows, that it flew ſeveral Yards into the 
Room, and ſome near the Chimney, where the Mayor was 
then ſitting with a Friend : And about 11 o'Clock the ſame 
Night, whilſt the Mayor's Servant was warming his Bed in 
the Chamber, ſeveral large Brick- Bats and Stones were 
thrown in at the Windows, out of the Street, by a Mob of 
People ſhouting a M d, &c. with ſuch Force, that they 
entirely demolithed both Glaſs and Lead, except a few Panes; 
ſeveral of the Stones hit againſt the Curtains of the Bed, 
others fell by the Bedſide, ſome went under the Bed, and 
others were thrown. in with ſuch Violence as to fly beyond it. 

Ox Wedneſday the 10th of April the Colliers and others 


having paſſed by the Houſe of Fo/eph Haddon, V ictualler; 


ſome Boys followed them at a conſiderable 1 and com- 
ing overagainſt Haddon's, and dcry ing W— and W—, ſome 
of them were ſeiz d by Mr. M——C's people, who forcibly 


took them into the Houſe, and gs detain'd and alſo very 
much bcat them, of Which the Mob being inform'd by _ 
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of the other Boys; returned to Haddon's and did damage 
there. 
; bw cn cauſeleſs .clamour has been made by the Friends 
Mr. Mi J, eſpecially the Faction, about the Colliers 
in the Friends of Alt. W te, and Mr. W Y 3 
thy it's unlemavle, that during the whole Election; their 
Behaviour was quict and peaceable, and as their Inſtructions 
were, to prevent avy Miſchief being done in the Town, and 
to protect che Electors, in a Free and fair Poll, they ac- 
coruingly acted with ſuch caution and prudence, as not only 
an{wer'd thoſe intended en.!s, but by their ſurprizing regu- 
larity, even captivated the Admiration of the Inhabitants, 
and whatever the Friends of Mr. Md, may maliciouſ- 
ly ot ject a unſt them, it mult and will be believed; that by 
thei; ſeaſonable NI ice, with that of other Friends out of 
the Country, the Properties, Limbs and alſo Lives, of many 
Inhabitants of Leiceſter were preſerv'd: For before their 
coming to Town, Mr. M—4's Rabble were arriv'd at ſuch a 


heighe of Inivience and Wickednefs, that none of Mr. W— 


and Mr. W—'s Friends could walk the Streets, without be- 


ing dangerouſly expoſed to their Reſentment ; nor for ten 


Days t together could any Perſon in their hearing, with Aſſu- 
rance of Saſety, mention the Names of Mr. W and Mr. 
W=— w'ti Reſpect, many being daily knock'd down, merely 
on that Account; and four of Mr. W te's Servants 
ſtanding together in the treet, without ſpeaking a ſingle 
Word, or any way giving the leaſt Provocation to thoſe cruel 
Rirbarians, were all, by them, unmercifully beat and abuſed 
only for wearing their Maſter's Liverics. And theſe Riotous 
Deſperado's being encouraged in their Spirit of Rudeneſs b 
the Faction, not only thew'd no Reſpect to the Magiſtrates, 
but daily and openly inſulted them, neither could they ap- 
pear in the Streets, without being by them reviled with op- 
probrious Words, nor were their utmoſt Endeavours to re- 
ſti ain them in their violent Excefſcs, of the leaſt Availment. 
THe publication of this Pamphlet, is chiefly intended to 
vindicate the innocent and injur'd, from the malicious aſper- 
ſions and daring Im pudence of adeluded and delucing FaGion, 
who to gratiſy their own peccant tumours, have *wickedly 


and willully ditunited the common ties of Humanity, and with 


indefati: zable I. duſtry obitructed the mutual Ne of 
hiſt 
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Chritan Benevolence and 1.1 ic:nce, amongſt the Inha- 

bitants of o conhderallea Townaus Lito her, nich is com. 

puted to conſtſt of no les than 2000 Families. 

WrHaT ſuch Miſcrcaats could rope to themſelves, be- 
y 114 the utmoſt Indulgence of Aiab: tion, and molt exiznlive 
: «tincation of their inſatiable Thirſt tor Power, is dreadtul 
tc soft: As Profeſſors of Chrictianity, they could ſurely 
ee no Aſſiſtance or Protection from the Fountain of 
nes, in their Froſecution of Mzafures fo directly oppo- 
fie uwreto ; except a fatal Permiſſion further to exceed in fin- 


1: xtravagancies, that their Puniſhments may be more hea- 


et the Great Da of Retributions, unleſs they ſincerely 
nt, an. . Corthiaily 1eform. 

50 ſti mati. t the Friends of Mr. Md in general, is 
far rom the pre ent Intenion, the Faction, who have been 
e gain Springs of the whole Machinery of deep Diſſimu- 
1.10 , and the Promoters of ſuch horrible Violences and 
8 r ſhould be, and are charged with the monſtrous 
1 of Guilt; for in the preſent Cale it would be unreaſon- 
2 condemn a | tor the Crimes of a few, who have with 
Cunirs:it and unwea:ied Application, artfully diſguiſed the 
true gcc pe of their Intentions and Actions, equally to their 
known Friends. and ſuppoſed Enemies; that the former 
n. ght conclude, they ſimply intended the Advancement of 
tl. cir common Cauſe, and the latter believe, they expected 
no more from them, than they had ſpeciouſly pretended to, 
and with ſome ſhew of Equity required. 

Is the Faction are diſpleaſed, or ſhew any reſentment at 
the Appearance of the foregoing Sheets, let them know, 
that ſume ot their own Friends, who would be thought mo- 
dcrate Men, have twice by their Agents, in a manner, court- 
ed the Author to anſwer for himſelf : For which friendly In- 


dulgence of theirs, this Pamphlet is a fmall Teſtimony, but 
' ſure Earneſt, of his readineſs to obey their Citations; and 


their further mild and winning Treatment of his Perſon, may 


perhaps incline him to be more explicit and copious in his 
Replies. 


